Isaiah 23 God’s plans for Tyre
· Timeline and location: Possible from 725 B.C. and later. Possibly fulfilled around 703 BC or 701 BC before the attack on Jerusalem.
· Tyre was a proud Phoenician city (along with Sidon) renowned for wealth, sea power, and fortifications. Tyre was located on the coast of modern day Lebanon. This message was most likely given with the view of the upcoming fall of Tyre during Isaiah’s life with the view of a distant future as well. It would fall to Alexander the Great 332 BC.
· This final burden against Tyre completes the oracles against the nations that Judah/Jerusalem would look to for help during their trouble. All the nations God’s people would look to for help would not be there to help them when needed.

V1-7 Tyre’s pride leads to their demise
· V1 Wailing of ships of Tarshish (city in Spain) 
· They can’t bring/take merchandise. (Iran’s trading partners are not happy today)
· The news is revealed to them from Cyprus. (Island in-between Tarshish and Tyre)
· The houses and harbor will be destroyed. 
· The ships are crewed by people who live in the harbors. It is not that the ships will wail, but the people as they find out they have lost their jobs, homes, and family.
· V2-3 Merchants (businesses in the port) mourn in silence
· The ships cross the sea to bring the goods to fill their stores
· Grain of Shihor (Egypt) is brought to Tyre and serves as the marketplace where the grain is then distributed to other nations
· V4-8 Sidon and Tyre were both major cities of Phoenicia
· The cities will no longer be places for having children, raising of men, or virgins (marriage). Those cities will not have “children – other cities”
· V7-8 Sarcasm?
· Is this your joyous city?
· It has been around forever
· It has enabled them to grow and spread out
· Tyre - a crowning city - who takes counsel against it
· Merchants are princes (who is the royalty in the US)
· Their traders are the honorable in the earth
· Who has taken counsel against them? Answer in next section
Biblical Lesson: We generally don’t like the idea of royalty or a special group of people in the United States. It is opposite of the idea of making our own way of thinking. We tend not to think about people having “stations” in life. However, we have seen in Isaiah chapter 22 self-exaltation (Shebna) and here people are exalted by others in chapter 23.
Is there anything wrong with being exalted?
If not, what should be the basis for being exalted?
What must you do to be exalted? READ 1 Pet 5:6
Biblical Principle: No one should think more of themselves than they really are. We have all sinned and our sin nature is the same as everyone else’s even if the sins we commit are not the same. It is God who keeps us from being as bad as we could be or even want to be. In this section of scripture we see people using the world’s standards to determine who is exalted, success in business. When we compare ourselves to God’s standards, we should be humbled no matter how successful we are even in our walk of faith. Then, when God decides to exalt us it will be true exaltation.
V9-14 God will humble Tyre
· V8 asked a question: Who has taken counsel against the city:
· When this happens, who is it that caused it?
· Since this was foretold, when it came to pass the cause of their fall should be apparent
· V9 Answer: The LORD
· To humble the proud
· To show that what the world sees as honorable is contemptable
Question: What is it that the world sees as honorable in this passage? 
Question: What are things that God sees as honorable?
· V10-12 God is in control of what will happen
· V13-14 Tyre will be like Babylon
· V13 Isaiah gives an example of why this prophecy against Tyre will come to pass
· Some of the prophecies will have come to pass before this one
· Land of the Chaldeans – Babylon
· They had towers and palaces, but were brought to ruin by Assyria
· V14  They should wail because of what God will do
Biblical Principle: God tells us what will happen in the future and it should be believed because He has done it in the past and it has come to pass. God does not expect “blind” faith, but faith in the truth He gives us that is verified by coming to pass.
· V15-18 Seventy Years for Tyre (Psalm 90:10 - you get 70 years, more if strengthened)
· V16 a forgotten harlot is no longer well known she must advertise in the street
· V17 at the end of seventy years, Tyre will return to what they were doing
· V18 Tyre’s profit will be used by those who dwell before the LORD
· Similar to Egypt turning to the LORD
· Isa 19:20-25
· Instead of using profit only for themselves, they will give it to the LORD
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