Chapter 24:1-6
Overview of this section 24-27
Chapter 24 God’s rule begins with Judgment
Chapter 25 God’s rule results in Praise
Chapter 26 – 27 God’s rule: Songs of Salvation and of Restoration
24 – 27 The end of pride and violent sinfulness

Chapter 24-27 share themes with previous chapters. The theme of eschatology (end times) is connected to Chapter 2 “it shall come to pass in the latter days…LORD’s house shall be established…all nations shall flow into it. The theme of judgment of pride is connected to chapters 13-23. The theme of praise is connected to chapter 12:1-6. 

Chapter 24: God’s rule begins with Judgment

After dealing with the nations God’s people were turning to instead of Him, God gives Isaiah a message concerning His judgment with regards to the earth and its inhabitants universally. 

· V1-3 Judgment’s impact
· V1 Behold….now see here
· God is going to do something – He is the cause
· Earth will be laid waste – not by natural processes in and of themselves even if they are used; asteroids, earthquakes, volcanoes, storms
· People will be scattered – the land will be emptied. There will be a void that will need to be filled. The land is prepared for the millennial reign.
· In the beginning God prepared a place for His creations and then filled it.
· At the end, God will “renovate” the earth to prepare it for His reign. Like a house renovation, what are the things God needs to remove to prepare the earth for His 1,000 reign?
· Empty – have you ever had an empty refrigerator or cupboards?
· Did they have some things though? Even a can or two
· We often say our gas tank is empty even though there is some gas. It is a comparison of when something is full vs when there is only a few things left.
· Revelation 9 says 1/3 of humanity will die
· READ Matt 24:21-22
· READ Rev 19:20-21 
· V2 Everyone is the same in God’s eyes. 
· God is no respecter of persons (He does not play favorites – Acts 10:34) 
· V3 The land will be “Utterly emptied and plundered”
· There will be some left, but it will seem to be utterly emptied; consider the flood during Noah’s day
· The earth was judged, cleansed, and prepared for Noah and his family

Biblical Lesson: God creation is meant to be ruled by Him and to bring Him glory. The initial rebellion against God in the garden impacted all of creation. His plan of redemption includes that of mankind as well as the restoration of His creation that He will rule over. God is giving Isaiah and all who are His a glimpse of this certain future.
Question: The people of Isaiah’s day would have heard this message as they were dealing with the constant threats to them. How do you think they would have received this message? How do you receive this message today?
Biblical Principle: Upon hearing Isaiah’s words, those of his day and ours today must make a decision. One can either oppose what God is going to do or they can be opposed to it. One will either be part of the destruction or part of His kingdom.
· V4-13 Judgment’s righteous foundation (reasons and results)
· V4 The earth will fade (wither) End times speaks of waters being poisoned and the proud languish
· V5-6a Because Reasons! Sin brings the curse (Parallel to flood)
· 1. Earth is defiled by people – us
· Do people defile the earth physically? Spiritually? How?
· Once a plant or tree is defiled with disease it can no longer produce
· 2. Disobeyed the laws
· 3. Violated Statutes
· 4. Broken the covenant
· 5. The earth is under a curse and people bear the guilt
Biblical Principle: God does not judge arbitrarily. His judgments are based on truth and He did not leave mankind to guess what is expected, but has given us this truth. The garden of Eden was perfect and man was told not to do one thing, yet man still sinned. Nature or nurture?  
· V6b-13 Results: no joy and devastation
· There will only be a few left – those God chooses to save (Revelation 19)
· No more partying – eat and drink for tomorrow we die no more
· It will be worse than all the apocalypse movies can imagine
· There will be little left. New York City will look like an olive tree after harvest time and the grapevine after a gleaning.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Biblical Lesson: Those who party it up often eventually come to dislike the partying lifestyle. One who drinks excessively comes to depend on the drink rather than enjoy it. The same is true of drugs. When the time comes to pay for the excessive partying (often the next morning), the one starts to dislike the results. The same is true here. Those who have rebelled and partied are no longer joyful as they deal with the results.
