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Overview of this section 24-27
Chapter 24 God’s rule begins with Judgment
Chapter 25 God’s rule results in Praise
Chapter 26 – 27 God’s rule: Songs of Salvation and of Restoration
24 – 27 The end of pride and violent sinfulness

Chapter 24-27 share themes with previous chapters. The theme of eschatology (end times) is connected to Chapter 2 “it shall come to pass in the latter days…LORD’s house shall be established…all nations shall flow into it. The theme of judgment of pride is connected to chapters 13-23. The theme of praise is connected to chapter 12:1-6. 

Chapter 24: God’s rule begins with universal judgment

After dealing with the nations God’s people were turning to instead of Him, God gives Isaiah a message concerning His judgment with regards to the earth and its inhabitants universally.

Verses 1-13 Review
	1-3 Impact of God’s judgment
Earth laid waste and people will be scattered regardless of their status with only a few remaining at the end. Matt 24:21-22 and Rev 19:20-21	
4-13 The righteousness of God’s judgment: Reasons and Results
Reasons: Man has defiled the earth, disobeyed God’s laws, violated His statutes, broken the covenant, and bear the guilt of the curse of the earth.
Results: Few will be left alive (believers who enter the millennial), no more partying, olive tree after harvest used to indicate remaining people

· V14-18a Judgment’s joy and sorrow
· V14-16a Joy after judgment
· They – V13 describes the small number of people left. In context these are believers who will enter the 1,000 year reign and will be rejoicing because God’s Great Tribulation judgment is complete. (Contextual view)
· READ Luke 18:1-8
· Their joy after judgment is complete makes sense. Consider World War II. When it was finally over, how much joy do you think there was?
· What do you think about this? Do you look forward to God making everything right and getting rid of His enemies?
· God’s judgment will result in worship of Him – no one will question who God is and what He is able to do.
· This should encourage believers of God in all history
· V16b-V18a Isaiah’s response to this judgment
· Woe – passionate cry of grief and despair at the knowledge of humanities judgement revealed to him
· Why lament versus being joyful?
· Possibly, in Isaiah’s day they were dealing with Assyria and would have to go through judgment whereas “they” of previous section were after
· Possibly, he felt like Paul the Apostle. Read Romans 9:1-5
· Again, do you look forward to God’s righteous judgment on His enemies?
· Do you have family, friends, coworkers, neighbors, fellow countrymen who you know are going to be judged because they have not accepted Christ as their savior?
· How does it make you feel knowing they will be experience judgment if they don’t repent?
· What made Jesus weep? 
· Read Luke chapter 19 verses 41 to 45
· Read John 11:32-35
· Read Hebrews 5:7-9
· Isaiah’s sadness makes sense at this point in time. He is before the completion of judgment. Again, consider World War II. How much joy was there during the war itself?
· Psalm 30:5 For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for life; Weeping may endure for a night, But joy comes in the morning.
· V17 Isaiah sees what awaits people: Fear, a pit, and a snare
· Fear will drive people to flee but they will fall into a pit. If they escape the pit, they will be caught in a snare.
· In his time, no one would escape the Assyrians 
· In future judgment, there is no escape for those trying to flee God’s judgment.
Biblical Lesson: We can have mixed emotions and that is ok. Consider the mixed emotions one experiences with their spouse! We can long for and desire God’s judgment while at the same time be sad over those who will experience it. Of course, what should this lead us to do? 
· V18b-23 After Judgment, the LORD will reign (weeping for night, joy in the morning)
· V18b-20 Preparation for the Lord’s reign: the earth itself will be changed
· The earth will be radically transformed, just like it was during Noah’s flood to prepare for the 1,000 year reign – swords to plows
· Previous to the flood examples
· A mist watered the earth Gen 2:6
· Today we have rain
· One river went out of Eden and split into 4 Gen 2:10
· Today rivers combine to form a larger river
· Flooding: the windows of heaven opened – great floods will happen, but not like Noah’s day
· Great fissures (openings) – there are over 20 super-volcanos on the earth that we know of (Yellowstone) and over 1500 volcanos not counting ones in the ocean. Yellowstone eruption would kill 100,000 immediately and millions later!
· Earthquakes – exact fault lines in the world are not known exactly. Japan has over 2,000 mapped faults, the U.S. 1,000 actively modeled with 1,000’s more smaller and hidden faults in 37 states.
· It will stagger like a drunkard (the wobble of the earth is thought to be due to a meteor striking it like a spinning top that was hit.
· The earth’s wobble is actually become smaller
· Revelations speaks of meteors striking the earth again: Wormwood is one
· READ Revelation 6:12-17 The Sixth Seal
Biblical Principle: In Genesis God prepared for His creation to be the perfect environment for what He would put in it. He made the heavens for the stars and the earth for animals and humanity. He created the air for birds, the water for sea creatures and land for animals and us. Here we see God is going to prepare the earth for His rule. He is also doing the same for you. He has saved you and has given you His Holy Spirit and is changing you into who you are meant to be in order to be a kingdom citizen so that you can live with Him. God desires you to be part of His kingdom and He will make you into who you should be.
· V21-22 Preparation for the Lord’s reign continued: His enemies will be bound
· V21-22 Revelation 6 – 6th seal and more specifically Revelation 19:17-21
· V23 The Lord will Reign
· V23a Moon wane and sun fade – not that they will be darker, but compared to the glory of God who comes to reign their light will be nothing compared to His.
· When the sun is out, the stars can’t be seen even though they are there.
· Revelation 22:5 And there shall be no night there; and they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for the Lord God giveth them light: and they shall reign for ever and ever.
Biblical Principle: Like Isaiah’s message to those who trusted in God during His day, we can trust God today based on what He is going to do in the future!
